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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE: IT IS FINISHED 

 “How were the receipts today in Madison Square Garden?” The final words 

of P.T. Barnum.  General John Sedgwick, Union Commander in the Civil War, 

killed in battle in 1864, didn’t even finish his last words, “They couldn’t hit an ele-

phant at this dist…..” The gentle Queen of France who prayed for her captors and 

executioners, Marie Antoinette, politely said “Pardonnez-moi, Monsieur,” when she 

accidentally stepped on the toe of the man who placed her on the guillotine. Actor 

Edmund Gwen said, “Dying is easy. Comedy is difficult.” 
  

 In the Gospel of John, the Word made flesh is the first sound. It is 

the creating vocalization of God Almighty that brings into being all reality. 

IT IS FINISHED is the last sound of the old creation.  Beyond the last 

sound, before the first sound there is the ineffable silence of the transcend-

ent absolute mystery of Almighty God, the Ground of all Being. 
 

 What is finished? All of Creation is finished.  The Word is silenced. 

Creation is now complete and fully accomplished. Picture it simply…at first 

Creation is inside of God. Then comes the disobedience of the Garden. Now 

Creation is outside of God, and God is totally other and apart. Then the 

Word becomes flesh and there is God inside of Creation.  And now….IT IS 

FINISHED….God and Creation are One. 
                                                        

 Jesus is the fruit of the second forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden, 

the fruit of eternal life. Always curious, never satisfied, we just had to taste 

the fruit of the first tree, giving knowledge of everything, good and evil.  

… /// ... 
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “It Is Finished” 

Not content with union we had to try separation from God and creation. 

That hasn’t worked so well, so Jesus has offered himself as the fruit of reun-

ion and atonement, the finish of the old, and the beginning of the New Crea-

tion. 

 IT IS FINISHED is not a comment like, “Thank God I’m a goner  

because the suffering will soon be over.”  It is not a cry of relief.  It is a li-

turgical and creational statement. The Passover Lamb is sacrificed in the 

temple downtown at the same time that Jesus utters this word. The Lamb of 

God is taking away the sin of the world.  That’s big stuff. 
 

 The Agnus Dei, our liturgical hymn before communion always pulls 

the sin nail out with a grace crowbar. It is more than simply revolutionary. 

The intoning of these words completely alters the fabric of reality.   
 

 As a bored 12 year old on a tractor, in the heat of the summer, in the 

middle of the windy afternoon, riding down endless rows of black loam, I 

sang every song I knew to stay awake; all 969 verses of “When Johnny 

Comes Marching Home”, “16 Tons” over and over again to try to hit the 

bass notes of Tennessee Ernie Ford, and make my voice change faster, and 

the whole Liturgy, both settings, from the red Service Book and Hymnal.  

“…the sin of the WORLD?”   I’d argue with myself on the tractor. “That 

can’t be possible. The whole world?  Isn’t that a stretch?” I mean, up to this 

point in life, yeah, I’ve been involved in serial peccadillos.  I’ve been an im-

perfect and occasionally surly son, resistant and headstrong…That’s a lot of 

stuff for the Lamb of God to haul off, and I haven’t even gotten to the op-

portunities of gettin’ down to any real serious sinning.  I had been led to un-

derstand that there were some pretty fascinating sins lying in wait for me in 

my future.  Imagining their commission, or the pitched battle of self against 

them, just on a personal level was overwhelming.  If the Lamb of God is 

dying for a red Radial Flyer wagonload of puny kid-sins, what’s he gonna 

have to do to haul off a truck load of the serious grown-up sin stuff. And 

we’re talking THE WHOLE WORLD here, not just one naïve farm kid. 

… /// ... 
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… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “It Is Finished” 

 Jesus, the Lamb of God finishes off the sacrifices and their presump-

tions of bribing successful transactions out of God. It is finished.  Jesus put 

religion out of the accounting business.  God loves you and there is nothing 

you can do about it. Annual atonement is in the past, in the old creation.   

We live in judgment and atonement now, second by second. 
  

 IT IS FINISHED is the cry of ultimate victory.  It is spiking the foot-

ball in the end zone.  It is the cry of horrible responsibility, for no longer can 

we rely on an intermediary priest to keep us at a proper distance from God.  

It is you and God now.  Just like it was Jesus and God.  And if we don’t 

grasp that atonement it is not because God made a mistake or is inattentive. 

It’s just that grace at that level of generosity is inconceivable. 
  

 In some ways, it is not finished.  It is not finished to us in the realm 

of time.  Creation is still in process even though eternity has won the day. 
  

 IT IS FINISHED is an absolutely objective pronouncement of faith.  

It is the same as “You are forgiven,” and yet you will continue to struggle 

for a lifetime with the iniquities, culpabilities, betrayals and burdens of sin.  

Eternity is here, now.  And yet we will still have to personally accomplish 

our goal, and live our last minute before our robotic frame and puppet flesh 

can rest and enter into post-biological union with God.  But we get glimpses 

of that perfection even in this train wreck of crosses that we call life. 
 

 It is finished. Words of tragedy and of triumph. Take the best book 

you ever read.  The one where you cherished and delighted in every word 

and turn of phrase.  Were you glad when you finished it? Well no, frankly.  I 

wanted it to read on forever.  BUT YES.  Now completed that work be-

comes integral in your life, your thoughts, your deeds….forever. You have 

digested the book, incorporated it, and you will never be the same. 
 

 The cross is that work which lives on in us, in our sufferings and in 

our joys, too.  The cross does not take away the inevitability of death at the 

end of life.  The Cross promises the reality of life at the end of death.  
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Cathy Elijah 

 The opposite of life is not death.  The opposite of the experience of 

death is the experience of birth.  We do this dying in the waters of baptism 

to experience new birth. So if you die before you die when you die you 

won’t die.   John Newton wrote the words of  Amazing Grace. As he       

approached his finish line, he observed, “I am still in the land of the dying; I 

shall be in the land of the living soon. 
 

 IT IS FINISHED. The Word is silenced.  The universe as we knew 

it is gone, no more, kaput, disintegrated, over and done with and completed.  

The fabric of reality is torn permanently with the curtain in the temple. The 

good news is, that IT IS ACCOMPLISHED, and atonement, that glorious 

fact that we are at one with God is the new reality.  Live that.   

 See you in worship ………….……  BERGY 

The goal of Crafty Ladies is to make and save crafts now for a Holy Cross 

Craft booth at a Spring 2016 craft show.  All money from this will go to 

Holy Cross.  
 

During the Summer, we will meet every Wednesday from 10:30-11:30, be-

ginning May 27, for an hour of crafting and fellowship.  Please join us, no 

experience necessary, just come and have fun! 
 

Another goal is to re-cycle, re-purpose and up-cycle items to make the 

crafts. Do you have beads, buttons, clear glass ornaments, pieces of or regu-

lar jewelry, lace, material, spray or craft paint, any width of wired or  regu-

lar ribbon, stones, Styrofoam pieces and grapevine wreaths that you don’t 

want anymore?  We will use and re-purpose them!   
 

Will you please consider and respond?  Your items can be left in the Youth 

Room.  Thanks for your part to help make the craft booth a community   

effort!  
 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “It Is Finished” 
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MINUTES FOR HOLY CROSS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Council met Sunday, April 19, 2015, at 11:30 a.m.  Those present were:  

Pastor Jim Berggren, Pastor Jhon Arroyave (coming after his worship ser-

vice), AIM Karen Davidson, Ann Larson, Wayne Schaper, Warrren Schick, 

Rosie Haas, Nancy Beamesderfer, Gordon Tinker, Jay Byerly, Wendy Lam-

beth and Sandra Williams.  Ernesto Lopez did not attend. 
 

President Ann Larson called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m.  Pastor 

Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.  The minutes from the March 

22, 2015 meeting were read and unanimously approved.  The Treasurer   

Report was presented by Wayne Schaper and unanimously approved 
 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
 

Pastor Berggren reported he presided at the funeral of Nancy Mendel and 

one wedding held out of town.  He has resumed the Wednesday Bible Study 

which is discussing the Apocrypha and is in the Book of Tobit now.  He ex-

pressed thanks to Ann Larson for a well run Table Communion for Maundy 

Thursday and to the Altar Guild for the Tenebrae service.  He reported that 

he, Pastor Arroyave and AIM Karen Davidson attended the Synod Assem-

bly.  The keynote speaker was very good and addressed some of the same 

problems our church has with changing cultures.  Of particular interest was:  

people that are driving the church missions are active in the church and not 

the people those missions are designed to help.  He raised 3 questions for 

the Church:  are you having fun at church; would a stranger have fun at 

your church; if your church disappeared tomorrow, would anyone miss it.  

Pastor Berggren added, although cultures change and we must adapt, it is 

critical we still are a clear beacon of strong liturgical worship – that cannot 

change. 
 

AIM Karen Davidson added you must get new people involved in serving to 

keep them worshiping.  She continues to make hospital visits and hospice 

care visits as well as visits to shut-ins. 
 

Pastor Jhon Arroyave has started a first communion class for 14 children 

and has started a confirmation class for 12.                                                           …///... 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer as WELCA representative reported the WELCA Gen-

eral meeting will be Saturday, May 2 and will include a ceremony honoring 

Verlene Furley.  WELCA Board is planning a RETREAT for August 8 at 

HCLC based upon the Serenity Prayer.  The cost is $20 and each person is 

encouraged to invite someone to attend that doesn’t usually do so. 

Wendy Lambeth  reported on the Education Committee.  The Easter Brunch 

was well received and enjoyed with 92 plates served!  Friday Night Lights 

will have one more meeting on May 8 before taking the summer off.  

Wendy Lambeth and Warren Schick reported on the Buildings and Grounds 

Committee.  Alan Lambeth and Stan Crick repaired the light circuits for the 

new sign and spotlight and replaced the cover on the junction box and     

rewired the walkway lights from the gate to the Atrium.  This was 12 hours 

of donated work!   

Music Committee – Wendy Lambeth reported that Cathy Elijah has found a 

4th of July collection of music for the celebration on July 5. 

Outreach Committee – no Council head of Outreach at this time.  Sandra 

Williams reported Welcome cups have been re-ordered and should arrive in 

2 weeks.  Wayne Schaper escorted a group from Chapelwood Ministries 

around Spring Branch and to HCLC inviting them to join.  Wendy Lambeth 

reported that there is a crafts project going on that will have crafts for the 

WELCA Craft Sale led by Cathy Elijah.  Council thanked Ann Larson for 

sending out 68 mail-outs this month to new people in our neighborhood. 

Nominating Committee – Ann Larson volunteered to continue working on 

that Committee. 

Worship Committee – It was recommended that the microphones in the 

choir loft be used by the soloists. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

A motion was made and unanimously approved that Wayne Schaper be the 

contact for the build-out and new construction on the Food Pantry. 

There has been no further contact from Fratellie’s concerning their use of 

the HCLC parking lot for various events.   
… /// ... 
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Motion was made and passed to pay Justine Crick $50 for singing once per 

month at the Hispanic Service.  These funds to be paid from the Holy Cross 

budget. 

Wayne Schaper is investigating new carriers for liability and worker’s com-

pensation insurance coverage which must be in place by June 1.  The old 

carrier will no longer insure church property or personnel. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

The 4th of July service will be celebrated on Sunday, July 5th, 2015, with  

patriotic music. 

Members can post sale information or other information on the Bulletin 

Board in the FLC with the approval of Council or the Executive Committee.  

There will be a time limit that a posting can remain on the Board. 

Cathy Bankhead will celebrate her 1st year as Director of the ELC on May 

22 at 9 am.  A message acknowledging the event will be on the electronic 

sign and HCLC will present her with a gift of appreciation for all of the 

work she has done this year at the ELC.  Further discussion was had on  

having an event or service to welcome the new ELC and returning ELC   

students next September. 

Our website needs more use.  Warren Schick will look into costs and equip-

ment to tape the service or portions of the service for display on the website.  

Jay Byerly will find out what St. Mark is doing for Outreach on their      

website. 

Warren Schick was nominated and unanimously approved to be Vice-

President. 

The Council determined a committee needs to review and align the Consti-

tution and By-laws to remove contradicting paragraphs and to clarify the 

voting rights of the Treasurer and Secretary. 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, May 17 at 11:30 am in the Annex. 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

A motion was made and unanimously approved to adjourn. The meeting 

closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Sandra Williams 
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HOLY CROSS  

and the LUTHERAN DEACONESS ASSOCIATION 

 

Twelve (12) Holy Cross member units – couples and individuals – collec-

tively pledged $1,750 to the LDA during its 23-25 April Annual Phona-

thon. That meant almost 1.5% of the goal of $120,000 came from Holy 

Cross members.  Plus a further $525 (0.4%) was pledged by five (5) one-

time Holy Crossers. 
 

This compares quite favorably with previous numbers. In 2014, eleven 

(11) HCLC members pledged a total of $2,090 – and three (3) one-time 

Holy Cross couples added a further $275.  That made for a combination of 

$2,365 from 14 families in 2014 compared with $2,275 from 17 units in 

2015. 
 

Just a few interesting facts about the LDA – 
 

 The LDA accepts women and men who want to become deaconesses/

deacons in the Lutheran tradition including individuals from all         

Lutheran church bodies. 

 The first 3 deacons were consecrated in 2014 – six (6) men are            

currently in the program. 

 On a college campus or through distance learning, students individual-

ize their education/formation to gain knowledge and develop skills in 

Theology, Spirituality, Diaconal Community and Work/Ministry. 

 More than 770 deaconesses – and now deacons – have been consecrat-

ed since the LDA’s founding in 1919. 

 The LDA was established as an independent Lutheran Organization. 

 It began a partnership with Valparaiso University in 1943. 

 

From Calvin and Lisa Polito, Executive Director of the LDA—THANKS, 

Holy Cross! 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

June 14, 2015 

at 11:30 a.m. in the Annex. 
 

MAY - 2015 

03   The Lambeth family 

10   Sharon Wagner 

17   Betty Mooney & family 

24   The Lambeth family 

31   Sharon Wagner 

01   Jo Rita Kaltwasser 

05   Doris Pannell 

06   Norma Berg 

       Charles Hess 

08   Rafael Alvarado 

16   Betty Larson 

       Priscilla Anthony 

17   Mark Rose 

18   Bruce Jaster 

       Rose Manning             

19   Warren Larson           

20   Florentina Araiza       

21   Pat Curran 

22   Fred Abrego 

24   Ann Crick 

26   Joseph Lambeth 

27   Noemy Maldonado 

28   Christopher Fisher 

       Jacoby Salas 

29   Joshua Berggren 

       Xavier Abrego 

30   Jennifer Crick  
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DATE 
 

1st READING 
 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

06/07/2015 
Genesis 

3:8-15 

 

130 
2 Corinthians 

4:13—5:1 

Mark 

3:20-35 

 

06/14/2015 
Ezekiel 

17:22-24 

92:1-4, 

12-15 

2 Corinthians 

5:6-17 

Mark 

4:26-34 

 

06/21/2015 
Job 

38:1-11 

107:1-3 

23-32 

2 Corinthians 

6:1-13 

Mark 

4:35-41 

 

06/28/2015 
Lamentations 

3:22-33 

 

30 
2 Corinthians 

8:7-15 

Mark 

5:21-43 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 JUNE 2015 

 

A workday is scheduled on Saturday, June 27, starting at 9:00 am. 
 

Please see the bulletin board and pick out one job to help.   

Come to volunteer.  Thank you! 

Stan Crick 
 

NEW DATE WORKDAY 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be meeting at Chavez Mexican Cafe 2557 

Gessner Rd. E. (77080) at 5:00 p.m. June 20th. Please make plans to join 

us for some good food and fellowship. We will need a count of attendees 

by June 18th to be sure of having adequate seating. 
  

Please let Lucy Candler (713-460-2023) or Nancy Beamesderfer (281-814

-4153) know if you plan to attend. 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE  

APRIL 2015                            
 

 

 

English Sunday Services : 121 

Maundy Thursday  :   57    

Good Friday   :   59 

Easter   7:00 a.m.  :   34        

             9:30 a.m.  : 134   
 

Spanish Sunday Services:  123 

Good Friday     :    48 

Easter 11:00 a.m.     :  141 
 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

APRIL 2015 
    

  Receipts      $ 46,187.00        

                  Expenses       38,330.63 

                  Balance      $   7,856.37 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 127,840.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….       161,248.44 

Balance                                    < $   33,408.44> 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander   

Ronald Burns 

Betty Dodson 

Marty Nebeling 

Jeri O’Neill 

Jane Powers 

Penny Ramírez 

Bill Rogge 

Sue Ruthstrom 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Gene Schwartz 

Betty Valites 

Family and friends of 

Al Raschke 

upon the completion 

of his life’s mission. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253     
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Sandra Williams      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


